
Spirit
S T  H I L D A ’S  S C H O O L ,  G O L D  C O A S TS T  H I L D A ’S  S C H O O L ,  G O L D  C O A S T

November 2018 Volume 22 Issue 2ST HILDA’S SCHOOL OLD GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION

In May this year, Year 10 student Ella Fitzpatrick 
visited the School of St Jude in Tanzania.

Ella’s family sponsors a number of students at 
the school and were invited to attend the 2018 
graduation of the senior class.

Ella reflected on her time at St Jude’s and shared 
with us her incredible encounter with St Hilda’s  
Old Girl Susie Bridle (1982).

The School of St Jude provides free, high-quality 
education to children who would otherwise not 
be able to attend school.

It does this through sponsors, largely from 
Australia, but also from across the world.

The school was founded by Gemma Sisia, an 
Australian with the goal of helping to tackle 
poverty through educating the young. 

The school started with just two students  
and ten dollars, and now has over 1800 
students spread across two campuses with 
large boarding facilities.

The campus facilities are amazing. You don’t 
realise how absolutely extraordinary the campus 

is until you're there, or the impact and difference 
you are making until you are there interacting 
and watching the students.

Coincidentally, our staff buddy at St Jude’s was  
a St Hilda’s Old Girl! Susie Bridle (1982) has been 
volunteering at St Jude’s for two years.

Thirteen of Susie’s family members have 
attended St Hilda’s! We enjoyed exchanging our 
experiences and stories about school.

Our visit was an amazing experience. I loved 
every minute of it and really enjoyed being with 
all of the students. Every student I spoke to was 
so happy and grateful for their opportunity to 
attend school.

Each of them had clear goals and could identify 
what they wanted to achieve. 

It was inspiring to hear some of their stories, 
particularly how through gaining an education 
they were able to help others in their family 
learn English – enabling them to apply for jobs 
that would normally be out of their reach.

I visited the families of each of our students and 
felt very humbled by their warm welcome.

Although poor and with homes often consisting 
of not much more than two rooms – some with 
dirt floors – they prepared snacks and decorated 
their home for our visit.

The families talked (through an interpreter) with 
pride about the students. The students I visited 
were the first in their families to have ever 
attended school past Year 5.

Whilst in Tanzania, I also experienced all 
different aspects of their culture. We visited 
a traditional Maasai boma (nomadic homes), 
stopped by local markets and watched the 
students perform traditional dances and songs. 
We even bought a goat as a gift for a Maasai 
family and had to transport it on our bus!

I made wonderful friends and we still exchange 
letters. I can’t wait to hear what they do in the 
future. It was an incredible experience that I will 
remember for the rest of my life.

I look forward to visiting again.

Ella Fitzpatrick, Year 10

Year 10 student, Ella Fitzpatrick (far right) and friends.

Inset: Ella Fitzpatrick 
with Old Girl  
Susie Bridle (1982).
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President’s 
message

It is hard to believe that 2018 is already coming 
to an end and it will be 2019 before we know it.

2018 has been a year of change, milestones, 
challenges and opportunity.

One of the exciting changes was St Hilda's 
School appointing an OGA Officer, Elise Lloyd,  
to foster the development of our alumni network. 
I trust you will make Elise feel welcome.

Please contact her with your stories and news. 
Elise can be reached on 07 5577 7339 or 
elloyd@sthildas.qld.edu.au.

2018 has been a fast-paced and exciting year for 
me, but it has also been another year of learning.

The experiences that I have had this year have 
given me both important goals to focus on in the 
coming years, as well as a reminder to celebrate 
every success that is had by our committee as a 
whole or from one of our alumni.

A few weeks ago, a call was put out to our OGA 
network to pass on any information that our 
community might want to read or hear about.

The response was overwhelming and it was 
incredible to read all of the stories from our 
fellow peers.

There are St Hilda’s alumni all around the 
world accomplishing amazing things,  
each in their own way.

From marriages and engagements, to 
becoming a parent, to career promotions 
or starting a new business or degree, the 
successes are unlimited. 

The response from the call out is a huge  
step forward in continuing to achieve our  
goal of connection.

Connection between the students, School  
and alumni is the main goal of the OGA  
and something that we are continually  
trying to improve.

As a committee, our goal is to become an alumni 
network that is bigger and more connected to 
each other than we have been before.

We are attempting to do this through more 
social media engagement, more input from 
our members, planning new events for our 
community and continually working with the 
School to bridge the gap between past and 
present students.

2018, a year of change
However, we still have a fair way to go on 
these issues and we would love as much 
feedback from our community as possible.

Due to the huge success of the previous OGA 
Assemblies, we were able to continue this 
event in conjunction with the School.

This occasion was particularly special, as 
we were able to celebrate the semester's 
Academic Awards at the same time, 
furthering the relationship between the 
School and the OGA.

Our current Vice-President, Christine Hughes, 
was the guest speaker at the event and 
provided the girls with some very important 
advice on the value of education and 
guidance for the graduating class.

We were also able to be part of the 
presentation of the Rebecca Wilson News 
Corp Grant to Candice Simpson and  
Georgie Welch.

This was an exciting moment and we  
cannot wait to see what these two girls 
achieve as they follow in the steps of 
Rebecca Wilson.

In the coming 12 months, it is our aim that 
engagement continues to increase and the 
strength of our network continues to grow.

2019 will be another exciting and productive 
year for the OGA Committee, as we continue  
to build on the legacy of our alumni.

However, this is not possible without the 
continued support from our members and  
we thank you for your support.

Together, we hope to make 2019 another 
engaging and progressive year.

We look forward to hearing about all of your 
endeavours over 2018 at our OGA Meeting 
on 10 November. 

Wishing everyone a happy and safe  
summer break!

Georgia Frizelle (2015) 
OGA President

• Nutritious Meals provided  
• Extra-curricular programs offered

Alexandra Elliot (Secretary) and Georgia Frizelle (President) at the St Hilda's Foundation Business Luncheon.
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INVITATION

The St Hilda’s Old Girls’ Association  

has pleasure in inviting  

Old Girls to attend  

a High Tea during the  

Old Girls’ Association Weekend 

in November.

T H E  H I G H  T E A  W I L L  B E 

P R E C E D E D  BY:

9.30am OGA Meeting  

in the Bev Philben Room

11am School Campus Tour

V E N U E 

Boarders Dining Room,  

St Hilda’s School via Gate 7 Cougal Street, 

Southport

D AT E 

Saturday 10 November 2018

T I M E 

12 Noon

T I C K ETS 

$35 per person or 

$280 for a table of 8 

Includes delicious delights  

from our Chef  

and glass of sparkling or OJ on arrival.

B O O K I N GS  V I A 

TryBooking.com/362926

For seating requirements please contact  

Mrs Simone Crowther, 

on 5577 7261 or  

scrowther@sthildas.qld.edu.au

OLD GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION

Old Girls staying 
connected

Left, Elloise Campbell (2017) and far right, Lucille Moala (2011) at the St Hilda’s Foundation  
Business Luncheon.

From Left to Right: Guest speakers Rebekah O'Sullivan and Alex Taylor (Fewster 2002) with Adele Scaysbrook 
(Karragaroo House Captain) and Alana Chesser (School Captain) at the Mother Daughter Luncheon at  
Palazzo Versace.

Leeanne Cowley (Chair of the St Hilda’s Foundation), Peter FitzSimons and Dr Julie Wilson Reynolds  
(St Hilda's School Principal) at the Legacy Luncheon presented by the St Hilda's Foundation.

Marian Perdriau (1957) with visiting Old Girl Margaret Elizabeth Williams (McCulloch 1956), her daughter 
Wendy, and husband Bob.
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My name is Candice Simpson and I was one of 
the fortunate 2018 recipients of the Rebecca 
Wilson News Corp Grant. 

It was an honour to participate in the internship 
at The Courier-Mail, alongside experienced 
journalists and news reporters.

It was such an amazing experience which really 
opened my eyes to the work environment and 
challenged my communication skills.

During the period of my internship, I learnt 
to challenge myself in various skills such as 
speaking to strangers, as well as working in a 
very different environment to school life.

It was certainly a shock on the first day when I 
spent many hours asking anyone over 18 their 
political opinion for a survey.

This was very daunting at first as I was not used 
to stopping strangers going about their every 
day activities.

However, as the day progressed, I got more 
confident and was able to easily stop and have a 
chat to anyone who was willing to listen. 

One of the hardest aspects of this internship for 
me was the negative attitude many had towards 
journalists.

However, I learnt to persevere as no matter 
what profession I choose, there are always going 
to be people who do not approve.

The most rewarding part of this journalism 
experience was the opportunity to hear people’s 
stories and why they were passionate about 
certain things.

It was inspiring to know that I was helping the 
voices of the everyday person be heard. 

I loved hearing about a range of different topics 
from people I had previously never known.

I heard about issues from pensioners’ rights to 
education and health care, opening my eyes to 
what was going on around me.

Another aspect of the internship that made it 
an incredible experience was learning about the 
work place.

Before going into The Courier-Mail office, I had 
no idea what to expect.

When I first walked in, I was greeted by the 
graduates who took me in warmly and looked 
out for me.

It was originally overwhelming seeing the amount 
of people bustling about, all doing their own tasks 
yet somehow everything was moving smoothly.

However, I loved the lively atmosphere, knowing 
everyday would be different depending on what 
was the latest news.

I was lucky enough to talk to many of the 
people in the office and find out about their 
experiences as well as how they got to where 
they are today. 

Their stories were very inspiring and gave me a 
better idea of how to achieve my goals.

Overall, my internship with The Courier-Mail was 
an extremely worthwhile experience that I will 
never take for granted.

I have learnt so much, not just about journalism, 
but also about myself as a person. 

I have developed my communication skills and I 
believe I have a better understanding of what  
I want to achieve after my schooling. 

Thank you to everyone who has made  
this experience possible, particularly the  
St Hilda’s Foundation and News Corp.  
It was unforgettable.

Candice Simpson,  
Year 11

Rebecca Wilson  
News Corp Grant recipients

Last year, the St Hilda’s Foundation 

announced the inception of the 

Rebecca Wilson News Corp Grant,  

in honour of our fellow  

Old Girl Rebecca Wilson. 

The grant, open to any Year 11 

student at St Hilda’s, is for $5,000 

and a journalism internship at  

The Courier-Mail or The Sunday Mail.

Usually reserved for third year 

university students,  

this internship is an  

extraordinary opportunity. 

The St Hilda’s Foundation, 

in partnership with  

St Hilda’s School, is seeking 

expressions of interest  

from businesses and organisations 

for future internship/mentoring 

opportunities.

 For further information, please 

email foundation@sthildas.qld.edu.au

Rebecca Wilson

Candice Simpson, Year 11. Georgie Welch, Year 11.

CANDICE SIMPSON
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Georgie Welch, Year 11. Candice and Georgie at the St Hilda's Foundation Business Luncheon.

ENGAGEMENTS

Congratulations to Dr Kendall 
Mead-Denyer (2008) for her 
recent engagement to Dr Lachlan 
Thompson. Lachlan proposed in 
New Zealand’s South Island, and the 
two are now covering numerous 
departments at the Gold Coast 
University Hospital.

WEDDINGS

Congratulations to Katie Abel 
(Velissariou 2008) who last year 
married Matthew Abel.

BIRTHS

The Wallace family: Adam, Elise 
(Kogler 1999) and big brother 
William has expanded with the 
addition of their beautiful daughter 
Emerson Eve on 5 October 2018

Hi, I’m Georgie Welch – the other grateful 
recipient of the Rebecca Wilson News Corp Grant.

This journey has been equally meaningful and 
eye opening for me. It has taught me so much 
about where I want to go in life and most 
importantly, how I can get there. 

As a young person, it feels like you’re constantly 
asked that same question: “What do you want 
to be?” When I was little, I used to respond 
with absolute certainty that I wanted to be 
a dolphin trainer or a fashion designer or 
whatever fantastical career I had dreamed up for 
myself that week. But as I got older, one thing 
seemed to emerge as something that I am truly 
passionate about. For me, that thing is writing. 

I have been in love with language since I learnt 
how to read and have always possessed an intense 
curiosity for the world around me. Naturally, I felt 
like this opportunity was made for me.

The Grant has not only provided me with some 
unique and valuable experiences but has  
also paved the way for the future I hope to  
have as a writer.

To the many sceptics who say journalism is dying, 
or that pursuing a career as a writer is frivolous,  
I can only say that I most heartily disagree. 

As my first exposure to a real office 
environment, I spent a week in the buzzing 
workplace of a thriving publication –  
The Courier-Mail. Being able to observe the 
drive and professionalism of the people who 
effectively craft our cultural narrative and 
shape our national discussion was nothing 
short of inspiring.

To me, insightful journalism and good reporting 
have never been more pertinent in this era of 
fake news, where we are inundated with new 
information every day, where being an informed 
global citizen has never been more crucial.

In particular, seeing so many female 
journalists kicking goals at The Courier-Mail 
was a really special thing to observe. 

One day, I was lucky enough to end up in 
the office cubicle across from Kate Kyriacou 
– Queensland’s 2018 Journalist of the Year – 
who was nice enough to have a chat to me 
on what would have been a really busy  
news day. 

There’s nothing more empowering for a girl 
than seeing an incredibly successful woman 
in the field you hope to end up in some day  
something that is also echoed by the late 
Rebecca Wilson, who we will forever be proud 
to call an Old Girl of St Hilda's School.

More than anything, this internship allowed 
me to see the future of modern journalism,  
as well as the place I could occupy within it.

For the first time, I’ll know exactly what to  
say when I’m asked that same question.  
I want to be a journalist.

Georgie Welch, 
Year 11

If you would like to be part of the journey  
to inspire and empower our girls, contact the 
St Hilda's Foundation on 07 5577 7339 or 
foundation@sthildas.qld.edu.au.

GEORGIE WELCH
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Where are they now?

Jann Maree McArthur (1973)

St Hilda’s ethos and motto, 'Non Nobis 
Solum', has continually influenced my 
life and career.

I was eleven years old when sent to 
Australia from the freedom of the 
wild New Guinea highlands to enable 
a high school education. The social 
structure and regimented routine of 
boarding school was a huge challenge 
for me when I arrived in 1968. 
I remember it took a long detention  
to make me realise shoes were to be 
worn all day, every day.

It was after spending many years travelling, living and working around the 
world, that I realised I could use what I was passionate about as a career, 
so I went to Griffith University, Brisbane and graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science in Australian Environmental Studies.

I did research into sea turtles, cane toads and European carp, worked for 
the National Australia Bank and in the coal fields in central Queensland, 
then started doing community education, sustainability and ecosystem 
restoration projects.

As an environmental consultant I’ve had the privilege to work with various 
cultures in many countries. 

Some memorable examples are: near Valledupar, in the high Sierras of 
Columbia, I was invited to live with a Kogi tribe who are very concerned 
about the changing climate, its effects on the earth and their traditional 
lives. I’ve also lived in the cloud forest near Turrialba in Costa Rica and at 
Nof Ginosar Kibbutz near the Sea of Galilee in Israel.

I’ve led students from Brisbane on educational projects to develop 
environmental programs in Soweto, to restore and preserve remnant native 
forests, with the added joy of learning to paraglide, at Bulwer, South Africa. 
I’ve accompanied students from Perth to Cambodia to construct housing, 
build water filters, and do volunteer work at Phnam Tamao Zoological Park 
and Rescue Centre.

I’ve appeared in segments on Gardening Australia about revegetation and 
growing Australian native plants.

I mentor students from the University of Queensland, Brisbane Catholic 
University, Green Corps, and indigenous and Kumbartcho Sanctuary trainees.

In 2017, I was surprised and humbled when the ‘Jann McArthur Track’ was 
opened at Eatons Hill. The naming was in honour of my achievements in 
ecosystem restoration and management. In particular riparian rainforest 
recovery, revegetation, erosion control, fauna and flora surveying,  
volunteer coordination, and school and community education. I also developed 
and managed environmental projects across the Morton Bay Region.

My other areas of interest are anthropology, psychology, philosophy, 
comparative religion and photography.

Stephanie Rutherford (2014)

After graduating in 2014, I stopped competitive swimming and 
noticed immediately how much free time I had without training.  
I missed having a competitive outlet. 

In late 2016, after the Australian Team's success at the Rio Olympics, 
a childhood friend and I decided to give Rugby Sevens a crack.  
We signed up for the Bond Rugby Club and haven’t looked back.

Bond’s tender to compete in the inaugural year of the 2017 Aon 
University Sevens was successful, and we finished second.  
This competition gave me a fantastic opportunity to play alongside 
renowned Australian players such as Charlotte Caslick and Brooke 
Walker, as well as Irish World Series players who stayed on the  
Gold Coast for all four rounds of the series.

Following the success of Aon, I was selected for the Australian 
University team to compete in the World University Games in 
Namibia in July of this year. This was a very exciting experience  
and our team finished second to France.

I have recently transferred to Bond on a sporting scholarship to 
finish my Law and Arts degree. I have been extremely grateful for 
the opportunities rugby has provided me. I have travelled all over 
Australia and Africa playing rugby and am really looking forward  
to the possibilities this sport has opened up for me.

Tell Us Your Story!
Each issue of Spirit has received feedback that the  

most loved features are the 'Where Are They Now' stories.

To share your story with your fellow Old Girls, email to  

oldgirls@sthildas.qld.edu.au and please include some photos 

(maximum of 500 words and eight photos applies).

Please include your full name,  

maiden name and alumni year.

St Hilda’s Old Girls were in demand in and out 

of the pool at the recent Pan Pacific Swimming 

Championships in Tokyo! Laura Taylor (2016) 

competed and Kira James (2002) was the 

Australian Swim Team doctor.

Taylor won silver in the 200m butterfly at the 

Gold Coast Commonwealth Games at the start 

of April, an effort that kickstarted an incredible 

month in which she snared gold at the Aussies 

Surf Life Saving Championships in Perth and 

the Australian age swimming titles in Sydney.

Steph carrying the 
ball down the field.

Building houses in Cambodia.Jann in the Rift valley, Petra, Jordan.

ST HILDA'S CHAMPS AT PAN PACS IN TOKYO
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Reunions

Calling for Reunion Coordinators for 2019. 
If you are interested in coordinating  
your reunion, please contact Elise Lloyd,  
OGA Officer, on 07 5577 7339 or  
elloyd@sthildas.qld.edu.au.

2008
10 Year reunion
Contact 
Rebecca Ramsey 
rebeccaramsey90@gmail.com

1998
20 Year reunion
Contact 
Tania Thompson 
tthompson1609@hotmail.com

1988
30 Year reunion 
Contact 
Nyree Fegelson (nee Carthew).  
To RSVP join Facebook St Hilda’s 
Greats of ‘88

1978
40 Year reunion 
Contact 
Di Cartmill (nee Satchell)  
0418 156 044 and Debbie Buckley 
(nee Clarke) DebbieBucks31@
bigpond.com

1968
50 Year reunion

Contact 
Susan Warren  
(nee Wyldman) 
susieissassy@ 
gmail.com 
0402 027 280

Anne Maley 
annemaley@
hotmail.com

1958
60 Year reunion

Contact 
Susan Bamford-Fuller,  
0457 986 584

REMEMBER 
TO RSVP FOR  
YOUR REUNION!

Cocktail Party
Christmas

Dr Julie Wilson Reynolds and the OGA
invite you to join us for drinks,  
canapes and entertainment.

We look forward to thanking you for your
contribution and support in 2018. 

DATE & TIME:
Friday 9 November 2018, 6pm to 8pm 

VENUE:
Jennifer Reeves Cafeteria Terrace 

RSVP: Monday 5 November  
via trybooking.com/441027 

 
Parking via Gate 9 

Corner Water and Spencer Streets

via t

Corner W

Join us for our Old Girls Reunion High Tea on Saturday 
10 November. The Reunion High Tea is held as part  
of our Old Girls' Association Weekend.

Tickets are just $35 per person or $280 for a table of 8. 
Ticket price includes delicious delights and champagne 
on arrival.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2018 OGA ASSEMBLY
OGA Reunion High Tea

Old Girls meeting students and Principal Dr Julie Wilson Reynolds.

Joan Hogan (Redman 1957), Marian Perdriau (1957) and Principal Dr Julie Wilson Reynolds.

Miss Fittock monologue presented by Lillian Murphy.

St Hilda’s School ‘Then and Now’ presented 
by Marilyn Martin and Ava Cowley.

OGA President Georgia Frizelle addresses the assembly.

RSVP:  
Via trybooking.com/441027
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VALE

We would love to hear your news to  
include in the next issue of the Spirit.

Please tell us about your studies,  
career and life adventures  
at oldgirls@sthildas.qld.edu.au.

To contact the OGA President or for change 
of address or database details, please email 
oldgirls@sthildas.qld.edu.au

To contact St Hilda’s School, 
phone 07 5532 4922

@sthildasoldgirlsassociation

@sthildasoga

St Hilda's O.G.A. 
(Alumni St Hilda's School Gold Coast)

We’d love to hear 
from you!

Lisa Clarke (Alumni year 1980, 
left in 1978)

Nothing prepares you for the 
sudden loss of your beautiful 
and only sister, especially when 
she was only 55 years old and 
still had so much life to live.

But, on 10 August this year,  
Lisa was suddenly and 

unexpectedly taken from us in her beloved 
Barbados, a place she had visited annually for 
the past seven years. 

She passed away in her ‘heaven on earth’.

Lisa had a distinguished and long career with 
the Department of Foreign Affairs. 

She left the Gold Coast at age 22 and remained 
with DFAT for 33 years travelling the world 
working as a diplomat.

Lisa loved her work and truly found her calling.

 She had an incredible work ethic, arriving at 
work well before anyone else and working 
hard to get the job at hand completed.

Her organisational skills were second to none, 
allowing her to often do the work of two people!

Lisa was kind, compassionate and had 
incredible inner strength.

During her years in Bangkok and Hong Kong, 
she would support and assist Australians 

caught up in jails and the legal system,  
often due to drug-related crime.

Lisa would act as the go-between for them and 
their families and witnessed many unimaginable 
scenes and situations. Lisa provided solace  
to many.

Lisa worked in Port Moresby, Zimbabwe, South 
Africa, Thailand and Hong Kong during her 
career, with plenty of stints back in Canberra.

During this time she married and had her two 
beautiful children, Brayden and Tamlyn. 

Her kids travelled the world with their mother, 
before coming back to the Gold Coast to attend 
boarding school at TSS and St Hilda’s. They 
were lucky enough to have an incredible and 
worldly education.

Lisa lived in Canberra and we didn’t see each 
other often.

I am so very grateful that we were able to 
catch up with each other ever so briefly at 
Melbourne Airport a month before she died.

She was on her way to Barbados and we to 
Hobart. It was the last time I got to kiss and  
hug my sister.

Lisa is survived by her mother Norma, sister 
Debbie, and her children Brayden and Tamlyn.

By Debbie Buckley

Helen Sully (Bird 1950)

It is with great sadness 
that I wish to inform you 
that my much loved wife, 
Helen, passed away on  
12 April 2017.

I was reminded of the 
need to tell you by the 

arrival of the latest edition of Spirit which she 
always looked forward to receiving.

As a boarder in the late 1940s, Helen made 
many friendships at St Hilda’s School which 
remained as close as ever until she died.

By Peter Sully

June Redman  
(Wilson 1948)

Described as one of the 
"most quietly influential 
women in Gold Coast 
political circles", June 
Redman passed away 
on 11 August 2018.

Born in 1931,  
June attended St Hilda’s 
School from 1947-1948.

EVENTS TO LOOK FORWARD TO IN 2019       Dates to be announced

INSPIRING  
WOMEN 

CONFERENCE

2019  
REUNION 
WEEKEND

ST HILDA’S 
FOUNDATION 

RACE DAY

ST HILDA’S 
FOUNDATION 

BUSINESS LUNCHEON

ST HILDA’S  
SCHOOL FETE 

27 April 2019!
St Hilda’s School invites Old Girls to be stall holders.

Contact Simone Crowther for more information  scrowther@sthildas. 
qld.edu.au


